
How we are remembered 

Over the last week we have heard on the news much about Prince Philip, and his legacy to 
the nation. Indeed, whilst I may not have always agreed with some of his more outspoken 
comments and throwaway lines, he has always been a person in the backdrop of my life and 
what’s more he was a model of loyalty, fidelity, duty and statesmanship as well as a loving 
stalwart husband of 73 years who made the Queen laugh. And there is no doubt about his 
legacy – his lasting impact on the world. And similarly, the legacy of Helen McRory – a 
different life, a different sort of public figure, a life cut short by cancer, but a legacy of great 
acting in a range of films and plays, including as Cherie Blair in “The Crown”. Indeed, almost 
every day there is a report of someone’s death, and a summary of their lives, a commentary 
on their legacy to those still living.  
 
This question is often asked by reporters when interviewing individuals who have played a 
pivotal role in society. Those whose lives have impacted society at large are forced to think of 
their legacy, hopefully not in egotistical or self-important ways, but as a continuation of the 
good produced by their life’s work. It’s a question they have probably pondered many times 
before, especially as they approach the end of their career, and even more, as they approach 
the end of their life. And it is a question I suspect mot of us have asked of ourselves. “When I 
die, how will I be remembered and for what?” 
 
While no interviewer ever asked Jesus what legacy he wanted to leave behind, the question 
of legacy, of what what Jesus sought to leave behind, to gift to us is an important theme in 
the post-resurrection accounts. Jesus does not seem concerned with what the masses will 
have to say about him – rather, Jesus is concerned with what his disciples will know and 
believe, and what they will do in his name. And indeed, what they will do now. There is a 
sense of urgency in all the appearances, all the conversations. Christ is making a point – 
strongly! It is time to grasp my legacy – to act on the expectations of you that I died and rose 
again for 
 
In today’s gospel, we encounter Jesus with his disciples one last time. This is the last time 
Jesus will share his peace with the disciples; this is the last time the disciples will be able to 
see and touch Jesus’ body; and this is the last time Jesus and the disciples will share a meal , 
albeit a humble piece of boiled fish. And in this account,  Jesus talks to his disciples, who are 
terrified by his appearance, calms them down with the evidence of his real living presence 
among them – warm wounded flesh and blood, hungry enough to eat. He tells his disciples 
that everything written in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms has been fulfilled 
by his passion, death, and resurrection. And now that God’s word has been fulfilled, true 
repentance and forgiveness can finally be proclaimed to all people. And proclaimed here and 
now is what he means, not that it is a promise for some time in the future. He is urgent in his 
persuasion that they must act now. 
 
Jesus’ legacy is his passion, death, and resurrection, and through it the fulfilment of 
everything promised in Holy Scripture. But Jesus does not simply leave behind a legacy – a 
long list of accomplishments and accolades – but a demand, a call to action, and a covenant 
– an eternal and limitless promise. While legacies are concerned with how an individual’s past 
achievements continue to have an echoing effect, covenants are a binding agreement, a 



pledge that continues to have a tangible effect. His covenant was earned through his death 
and brought into reality by his resurrection. And as a result, he makes us not passive recipients 
but active partners in his work of proclamation, his expectation of us to go out, and tell of 
repentance, and the forgiveness of sins – to go and make disciples.  
 
Jesus has made his covenant with his blood and implemented it once and for all by his dying 
and rising. In this, he not only makes his covenant – his contract with us - eternal and binding 
but he also makes us – the human race - the recipients of his promise, the ones who benefit 
from it. This new covenant does not replace God’s previous promises to his chosen people 
through Abraham and Moses, rather, through Jesus’ passion, death, and resurrection, God’s 
promise is expanded to all people regardless of status, class, race, the whole human family of 
God. God’s covenant, God’s word, has been completed by the Word of God, the Word made 
flesh, Jesus Christ. We are sent out into the world by it. In John’s account that sending out, 
that command is more explicit. “As the Father has sent me so I am sending you”. 
 
While this may be the last time that Jesus is able to share a meal with his disciples, we know 
from all other post-resurrection appearances that this is not the first time that Jesus has 
offered his peace, or that the disciples have seen and touched his risen body, or that he has 
shared a meal with them. From the empty tomb, to the encounter at Emmaus, to Saint Peter’s 
experience, the risen Jesus over and over again opens the minds and hearts of those he meets 
by continuing to share all of himself: His body, and flesh, his offer of peace, his call to action.  
 
And why does he gift us with his peace?  – because through it he calls them – and us – to act 
in the here and now. To follow in his way of love, and of peace in the sense of Gods love and 
hospitality – his shalom, if we want to fulfil our end of that promise – that “deal” if you like 
we need to do what Christ did and asks of us - to: offer his peace, make Christ known to others 
and participate in what Christ is doing in our world then, and here and now, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. And every Sunday in the blessing, breaking, and sharing of bread we 
are reminded of his call to act and share in his promise we participate in Jesus’ covenant. And 
that is his legacy – a legacy that asks everything of us in his name. 
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